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Retired Americans PAC Survey:
Seniors A Pivotal Group in Swing States This November

A recent survey of likely voters ages 65 and up in six key swing states’ shows Vice President
Kamala Harris and former President Donald Trump in an extremely close race to win the pivotal
senior vote in the most contested battleground states. While Harris’ strong showing in the
survey with a group that went for Trump four years ago is encouraging, there are also some
critical warning signs in the data that show how Democrats still have work to do to in order to
press their natural advantages on key issues facing seniors ahead of the November election.

Seniors will turn out and vote in this election and Harris’ performance among them will be a
major factor in whether or not she takes the Oval Office in January. The following are key
findings from our survey:

o Harris is within striking distance of Trump among swing state seniors. Vice
President Harris currently holds 47 percent of the senior vote in these states, right
behind Donald Trump’s 49 percent (RFK, Jr. holds a marginal 3 percent). In 2020,
Trump won the senior vote nationally by 3 points?, giving Harris a solid starting point
heading into the home stretch.

Initial 3-Way Vote If the November election for President were held today, for whom would you vote?
Darker shade = More certain
47 49
Kamala Harris Donald Trump Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. Undecided

" Survey of 1,200 likely voters ages 65 and up in the November general election was conducted between July 23-30,
2024, in AZ, GA, MI, NV, PA and WI on behalf of Retired Americans PAC. 200 respondents were reached in each
state and the results were weighted proportionally Respondents were reached by live dialers and through text-to-web
interviews and results carry a margin of error of +/- 2.8 percentage points at a 95 percent confidence interval.

2 According to the AP VoteCast 2020 exit poll
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¢ Harris still has room to grow in some key states. On a state-by-state basis, Harris is
very competitive with Trump everywhere with the exception of Georgia (which was a
tougher state for Biden with 65+ voters in 2020 as well). Not only that, there is still room
for Harris to grow her vote share in places like Pennsylvania, where she is currently
competitive but running behind Biden’s 2020 performance.

Initial 3-Way Vote @® Kamala Harris @ Donald Trump Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.
Arizona Georgia Michigan Nevada Pennsylvania Wisconsin
Generic  4.46 43-55 50-47 46-51 49-49 48-48
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o Democrats’ advantage on ‘seniors’ issues’ is very narrow. \When asked which party
does a better job of handling a series of issues, the Democratic Party’s advantage on the
issues of Social Security (+2) and Medicare (+2) are concerningly tight, given the party’s
historic advantages on these issues. When asked which party would do a better job of
handling prescription drug costs, Democrats have a slightly wider 7-point advantage.
That still pales in comparison to the 18-point edge seniors give Republicans on the issue
of immigration and border security.

Which party you think would be better at handiing that issue —
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e But Trump is vulnerable on Medicare and drug prices. Despite the close nature of
the race, there are still advantages for Democrats to press as they inform these seniors
about Trump’s record on Medicare, drug prices, and other senior-focused issues. In
particular, the elements of Project 2025 that would negatively impact Medicare have real
strength as an attack against Trump. And given that 70 percent of these voters are
familiar with Project 2025 and have deeply negative impressions of it (10 percent
favorable/52 percent unfavorable), these arguments seem likely to land.

Trump Negatives @ \Very serious concems Total serious concerns * = Split-sample

*(MEDICARE ADV) The plan for Trump’s second term, outlined by dozens of
top officials from his first administration, includes a proposal to privatize
Medicare for all new enrollees, forcing seniors into for-profit plans that restrict
what doctors they can see.

*(MEDICARE CUTS) In his first term, Donald Trump tried multiple times to slash
Medicare. His final budget proposal cut $50 billion a year from Medicare, even 45 59
as the number of older Americans continues to rise.

63

(DRUG PRICES) If Trump wins, his advisors are planning to bar Medicare from
negotiating with drug corporations for lower prices, eliminate penalties for those
same corporations who jack up prices, and eliminate the cap on out-of-pocket
spending for prescriptions.

60

(SOCIAL SECURITY) As President, Trump did nothing to protect Social
Security for future generations or to safeguard the investments workers are
making in their future. Instead of requiring the wealthiest Americans to pay their
fair share to keep Social Security solvent, Trump pledged to cut the program’s
funding.

58
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